FAA LANGUAGE ON PART 107 RECENCY:

General Requirement for Recurrent Aeronautical Knowledge Test

“The FAA proposed that a certificated remote pilot must also pass a recurrent aeronautical knowledge
test every 24 months. Like the flight review requirement specified in § 61.56, the recurrent knowledge
test provides the opportunity for a remote pilot’s aeronautical knowledge to be reevaluated on a
periodic basis. The FAA adopts this provision as proposed, with one change. As discussed in IlI.F.2.i,
the FAA exempts part 61 pilot certificate holders from the requirement to complete recurrent
knowledge tests as long as they satisfy the flight review requirements of § 61.56 and complete an
online training course every 24 months.

ALPA, AOPA, AUVSI and several other commenters supported the requirement for a recurrent
knowledge test. Conversely, Colorado Cattlemen’s Association and a few individual commenters
argued that a recurrent knowledge test is unnecessary. The Colorado Cattlemen’s Association
explained that small UAS operations present a substantially reduced risk as compared to manned-
aircraft operations. Therefore, the commenter argued, it is appropriate to impose different, and in
some instances lesser, operational requirements.

The FAA disagrees with the notion that no periodic reevaluation of knowledge is necessary. Knowledge
of rules, regulations, and operating principles erodes over time, particularly if the remote pilot is not
required to recall such information on a frequent basis. This is a fundamental principle of airman
certification, and it applies to all FAA- certificated airmen. For part 61 pilot certificate holders, the
flight review, conducted under § 61.56, specifically requires “[a] review of the current general
operating and flight rules of part 91” in addition to maneuvers necessary to safely exercise the
privileges of the certificate. Likewise, the FAA considers a recurrent knowledge test to be an effective
means of evaluating a remote pilot’s retention of knowledge necessary to safely operate small
unmanned aircraft in the NAS. Because of the reduced risk posed by small UAS, the FAA is not requiring
remote pilots to demonstrate a minimum level of flight proficiency to a specific standard or recency
of flight experience in order to exercise the privileges of their airman certificate.

Drone Labs suggested extending the time period between recurrent tests to 5 years, and/or making
the test available online to ease recertification. Kansas Farm Bureau recommended a 6-year interval
between recurrent tests, similar to the interval for renewal of a driver’s license.

The FAA does not agree that the recurrent testing interval should be longer than two years. Unlike the
privileges afforded by a driver’s license, which are exercised on a frequent basis by most drivers, many
holders of remote pilot certificates may only exercise their privileges occasionally or may not regularly
conduct operations that apply all of the concepts tested on the aeronautical knowledge test. For
example, a remote pilot in command may spend years never operating outside of Class G airspace,
and then may move to a different location that requires him or her to begin conducting small UAS
operations in Class D airspace. Based on experience with manned pilots, those persons who exercise
the privileges of their certificate on an infrequent basis are likely to retain the knowledge for a shorter
period of time than those who exercise the privileges of their certificate on a regular basis.

Further, as unmanned aircraft operations increase in the NAS, the FAA anticipates the possibility of
further changes to rules and regulations. By requiring evaluation on a two-year cycle, the FAA is able
to ensure that remote pilots are aware of the most recent changes to regulations affecting their
operations”.
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